CONTENTS
Page

Aclmowledgements

Vll

Chronology

IX

A note on currency and linear measurement
The footnotes

Xl

List of illustrations and tables

© Bibliographical Society of Australia and New Zealand
c/o Rare Books Department
State Library of Victoria
Swanston Street
Melbourne, Vic. 3000
Australia

All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying or otherwise, without the express written consent of the publishers.

ISBN 978-0-9751500-3-0

Printed by BPA Print Group Pty Ltd, II Evans Street, BUlwood VIC 3125
(www.bpabooks.com).
Designed in Indesign CS using Times New Roman.
Design and layout: Ampersand Duck (http://www.ampersandduck.com)
Index: Meredith Sherlock

Bibliographical Society of Australia and New Zealand Occasional Publication, no 9

X

Xll

1

1: Angus and Robertson, Publishers
Introduction
The world of Angus and Robertson
Sources and arrangement

I

4
12

2: Angus and Robertson publications 1888-1900
Publishing overview
Publication features
The physical book
3: Selling the product
Advertising
Reviews and reviewing
Promotion to the trade
Promotion to the educational market
The merit of Australiaru1ess
4: Success and failure, profit and loss
Methods of publication
Methods of selling
Sales history of individual titles
a. Successful books
b. Moderately successful books
c. Unsuccessful books
Comments on publishing methods and practices
Other sources of income
Angus and Robertson financial statements
Book reviews
Other forms of success
v

19
22
36

47
59

60
69

82
92
101

107
108

116
118
119
133

144
149
154
156
160
169

CONTENTS

177

5: Unsolicited manuscripts

178

The manuscripts
Case studies of rejected writers

188
207
207
215
232
237
245

6: George Robertson, Publisher
Robertson the man
Relations with authors
George Robertson and publishing
Influences and motivations
Australia and Australianness

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It must be the case that behind the publication of most books stands a multitude
of people who have made some contribution to it. This book is no exception and
many people have helped in its writing, by answering letters and queries and with
their interest, advice and encouragement. In particular I would like to thank:

253

7: Discussion and conclusions
Appendices

preservation of the Angus and Robertson Archive and for making it publicly

1: Angus and Robertson publications 1888-1900,

269

listed chronologically

2: Angus and Robertson publications 1888-1900,
281

listed by author
3: Angus and Robertson publications 1888-1900,
4: Contracts and agreements with authors

available, Paul Brunton, Senior Curator, Mitchell Library for unfailing courtesy,
interest and encouragement, Louise Anemaat, ever helpful curator of the Angus
and Robertson Archive and the staff of the Manuscripts Department in the Mitchell
Library who made me welcome in their workroom for the best part of a year while
I worked on the Angus and Robertson records. As well I would like to thank Elvala

288

listed by subject/genre

HarperCollins Publishers Australia for permission to use the Angus and
Robertson Archive, the State Library of New South Wales for their care and

293

Bibliography

305

Index

314

Ayton who compiled for me as "client" an award-winning bibliography of Angus
and Robertson, Judith Hill who gave me the files from her work on listing Angus
and Robertson publications, James N. Moore of Glasgow University Library who
answered my questions about the firm of James MacLehose with remarkable speed
and helpfulness, my former colleagues at the Fisher Library in the University of
Sydney who helped with references, books and computer files, Alan Prosser who
produced the graph and Tony Barker for generously sharing with me information on
Angus and Robertson and gently offering corrections where I had gone astray.
This book started life as a doctoral thesis and special thanks are due to my
thesis supervisor, Carmel Maguire, for interest and encouragement over the long
haul, for always rising to the occasion and for her unerring ability to identify
inexactitudes which caused me to clarify my thoughts and, I hope, improve what
I had written. Further improvement and helpful guidance and advice have been
contributed by my editor, Roger Osborne. The typesetter, Caren Florance, performed
the substantial task of turning the text into a book.
For assistance in digitising images I am grateful to Neil Boness, Rare Books
Librarian, and Sara Hilder of the Rare Books Library, University of Sydney and
to Paul Brunton for arranging for images and for permission to copy from the
Mitchell Library collections. Permission to reproduce the letter by Miles Franklin
was kindly given by Trust Company Limited (Trustee for the Miles Franklin Estate)
and thanks are also due to HarperCollins Publishers Australia for permission to
reproduce the George Robertson manuscript letters and a complete letter written

vi

by Henry Lawson.

