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Introduction

The motivation for this work is to put on record much of what has been written or portrayed of one
of America’s important waterways.

The term “American Clyde” in D. B. Tyler’s fascinating book The Bay and River Delaware (1955)
came as an exciting surprise; I had recently finished a bibliography of my native river, the Scottish Clyde.
There are close similarities between the two rivers. Both have geographically three distinct sections, an
upper mainly rural stream, a middle section associated with industrial development, and a wide estuary
opening into the Atlantic Ocean. Quoting D. B. Tyler, “Its upper reaches have the beauty and vigor of
youth. When, at Trenton, it turns adventurously westward, growing bigger and straighter, it has the solidity
and single-mindedness of maturity. At the end, when it swings southward to lose itself in the greater ocean,
it takes on the grandeur and dignity of age conscious of its past.” Replacing Trenton with Glasgow would
make this description applicable to the Scottish Clyde.

The age of sail and then of steam, the expansion in the era of the industrial revolution, booms and
slumps of two world wars and the present decline of shipbuilding are features of both. Philadelphia ports,
albeit reduced in scope, have survived as a viable operation. The Clyde has been less fortunate.

The Delaware played a prominent part in the military campaigns during the War of Independence
and in the struggle against the British Navy. Admiral Howe’s attack on Philadelphia was successful only at
considerable cost to his ships. The Colonial defense was both skilled and resolute despite the disparity in
numbers and equipment. If any thing were required to indicate the lack of awe for the British forces, the
ribald ballad ( g. v.) by Francis Hopkinson on the “Battle of the Kegs” would be proof enough.

Although the Delaware has not yet found its poet, it has its artists and many are represented here. A
large literature exists describing life on the River and the Bay and much archaeological research has been
carried out in the Delaware Valley. The navigational problems, shallows, obstructions, icing, etc. continue
and Army engineers have been responsible for numerous investigations of these problems, in my experience
a unique use of military personnel for civilian purposes.

The scientific literature, particularly on the Bay, is vast and a useful record of this by Mark Plungian
et al. has been published by the College of Marine Studies of the University of Delaware (1971, 1973). A
selection of these have been collated and some more recent publications have been included.

In the latter half of the nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century pleasure cruises on river
steam boats were very popular and cheap and these boats would be packed with old and young. There
was competition between the companies plying their craft, many of which were paddle steamers. The
advertisements of the sailings would be couched in quite extravagant terms. Guides to the river illustrated
with wood-cuts, photographs, and maps were issued by small publishers or by the boat companies. Of these
guides, those by David Scattergood in paper-back survive but being in paper-back they are now rare and
often in poor condition. A complete series fortunately came to light in the British Library. They describe
much that has changed or disappeared from the scene and indeed are an important social document of life
on the River and Bay during this and the last century.

This bibliography has necessarily been selective in order to keep it within the confines of a moderately
sized volume, as indicated in the title. Arranging the material by subjects produced twenty-three of varying
length, exclusive of appendices. It was not practical to allocate a chapter to each one; some were short.
Some system of grouping was obviously indicated. A compromise ended up with nine sections but some
unrelated subjects, usually with small content, found themselves with unaccustomed neighbors: my decision
may well be open to criticism.



Although there is much written about the canals, I have included only those which to me seemed of
particular interest. It would require a separate record to do this subject full justice. A similar caveat applies
to Acts of Congress.

The reader may find some items in more than one section; this reflects the combination of more than
one major theme in a work. All items have been personally examined. Collations are detailed; annotations
are frequent and indicated by “Note”. The detail of collations has a particular relevance for books which
are now or for long have been out of print. Many are now antiquarian works and of significance for book
collectors and book sellers. Illustrations are enumerated and usually classified. I have retained the standard
English spelling where it is present: this is usually in early printings. In the general text the spelling is
American and the punctuation in the Chicago mode. Sources are indicated by initials below each item but
such a source may not be exclusive.

It would be unusual if errors did not occur in this record and notice of them will be welcomed and
acknowledged.



General, Historic

As one would expect, there is a wide variety of publications in this section. Beginning with the
histories, both by contemporary and modern writers, of the early settlements by the Swedes, the Dutch, and
the British; it creates a panorama of the development of the Delaware Valley, which is the basic heritage
of its present inhabitants. The displacement of the native dwellers by the colonists, while it may make
painful reading, has also in modern times created an awareness of the importance of the Native American
contribution to American culture. The writings of the Krafts have disclosed much; C.A. Weslager’s work is
unique in its scholarship.

The campaigns in the Delaware Valley during the Revolutionary War are described in contemporary
and in more recent contributions. The ability of the Colonists to create problems for the British by land and
sea in the combined attacks by General and Admiral Howe makes stirring reading. Even against primitive
equipment and a few small craft, the river engagement proved to be very costly to the British. The Colonists
ingenuity and resolve counterbalanced the disparity between the contestants.

The volumes of the Pennsylvania Magazine of History proved to be a rich source of historical events.
Of the occupations which have gone, that of lumbering has been described in a reminiscent account by T.S.
Kenderine.

Sample histories of some of the river townships are recorded, e. g., Wilmington, Lewes, Trenton, and
Chester. This is tentative, as it would require a much larger work to deal with them in detail. I have included
river guides in this section, as they are indeed social histories of the River and Bay.
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General, Historic

They reached Minquas Kill (Christina Creek). They purchased the river and adjacent lands from the local
Indians on behalf of the Swedish Florida Co., ‘as many days journeys as they requested upwards on both
sides’. The treaty was solemnized on the boat and the country named New Sweden. A fort was built on the
bank of the river, named Elb-River, and the fort, Christina.

Their statement was attested by P. Ruttens Not. Pub. in 1639. The original was translated by Dr. A. Johnson
from the Kainmararkiv (Exchequer Archives) Stockholm. Sandelin was later mate on the Charitas to New
Sweden in 1641 and in 1644 had his own ship Scotch Dutchman trading to New Amsterdam. See A. C.
Myers.
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