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A NEW INTRODUCTION TO
BIBLIOGRAPHY
by Philip Gaskell

New Castle, Delaware & Winchester: Oak Knoll Press & 
St. Paul’s Bibliographies, (2015); 6 x 9 inches, paperback, 
462 pages. ISBN 9781884718137. $39.95

Reprint of the 1995 Oak Knoll edition. Ronald B. McKerrow’s 
An Introduction to Bibliography for Literary Students has been 
the classic manual on bibliography, showing how the transmis-
sion of texts might be affected by the processes of printing, but 
he concentrated almost exclusively on “Elizabethan” printing 
- the period from 1560 to 1660. However, in recent years, there 
has been an increasing interest in the textual problems of the 
18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and, although McKerrow covered 
the period up to 1800, he did not describe the technology of 

the machine-press peri-
od. Gaskell incorporates 
work done since McKer-
row’s day on the history 
of the printing technology 
of the hand-press period, 
and he breaks new ground 
by providing a general 
description of the printing practices of the machine-press period. He describes the 
hand-printed book, press-work, patterns of production, plates, and more. In addi-
tion, he examines bibliographical applications, reference bibliography, and the pro-
cess of book production. Little has been previously published about the techniques 
and routines of nineteenth- and twentieth-century book production, making this 
book essential to students of literature, scholars, printing historians, librarians, and 
booklovers.  [Book # 42436}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42436/philip-gaskell/new-introduction-to-bibliography-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42436/philip-gaskell/new-introduction-to-bibliography-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42436/philip-gaskell/new-introduction-to-bibliography-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42436/philip-gaskell/new-introduction-to-bibliography-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42436/philip-gaskell/new-introduction-to-bibliography-a
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GIAMBATTISTA BODONI

International Typeface Corporation: New 
York, 1991; 4to., stiff paper wrappers, dust 
jacket, slipcase; 23+(1) pages. $45

First edition, limited to 400 numbered copies 
printed letterpress at The Stinehour Press. 
Includes a preface by Mark Batty, and essays 
by Allan Haley, Alexander Lawson, and Colin 
Banks. Illustrated with two tipped-in illustra-
tions and one tipped-in facsimile of a Bodoni 
document. Fine condition. [Book # 42999}

SOLD

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42999
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42999
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42999
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/42999
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MODERN BRITISH BOOKBINDINGS
AN EXHIBITION OF MODERN BOOKBINDING 
BY MEMBERS OF DESIGNER BOOKBINDERS

Designer Bookbinders: London, 1971; oblong 8vo., paper 
wrappers; 63 pages. $30

S-K 6654. Brenni no.933. With 29 full-page plates of bind-
ings. A biography of all the designers represented is given. 
Covers soiled. [Book # 2749}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/2749/modern-british-bookbindings-an-exhibition-of-modern-bookbinding-by-members-of-designer
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/2749/modern-british-bookbindings-an-exhibition-of-modern-bookbinding-by-members-of-designer
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/2749/modern-british-bookbindings-an-exhibition-of-modern-bookbinding-by-members-of-designer
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/2749/modern-british-bookbindings-an-exhibition-of-modern-bookbinding-by-members-of-designer
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/2749/modern-british-bookbindings-an-exhibition-of-modern-bookbinding-by-members-of-designer
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BOOK-PLATE LITERATURE
by Prescott Winward

The American Bookplate Society: N.P., 1914; 8vo., paper-covered boards; 70 pages. $25

Limited to only 250 copies. (Fuller p. 86). An early bibliography of bookplate literature.  [Book # 3167}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/3167/winward-prescott/bibliography-of-book-plate-literature-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/3167/winward-prescott/bibliography-of-book-plate-literature-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/3167/winward-prescott/bibliography-of-book-plate-literature-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/3167/winward-prescott/bibliography-of-book-plate-literature-a
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THE PRIVATE LIBRARY
THE HISTORY OF THE ARCHITECTURE AND 
FURNISHING OF THE DOMESTIC BOOKROOM
by Reid Byers

New Castle, Delaware: Oak Knoll Press, 2021; cloth with dust 
jacket, 7 x 10 inches; xii, 540 pages. ISBN 9781584563884. $85

The Private Library is the domestic bookroom: that quiet, book-wrapt 
space that guarantees its owner that there is at least one place in the 
world where it is possible to be happy. The story of its architecture 
extends back almost to the beginning of history and forward toward a 
future that is in equal parts amazing and alarming. 

In this book, Mr. Byers examines with a sardonic eye the historical 
influences that have shaped the architecture of the private library, and 
the furnishings, amenities, and delightful anachronisms that make the 
mortal room into what Borges so famously called Paradise.

Reid Byers is a longtime celebrant of the private library. He has been 
a Presbyterian minister, a C language programmer, and a Master IT 
Architect with IBM. The writing of this book, a procès de longue durée, 
has itself extended through part of the history it describes and has 
been equally divided between Princeton, New Jersey, and the Blue 
Mountains of Maine. [Book # 134228]

Praise for The Private Library...

“The nuts and bolts of private libraries through the centuries 
is a worthwhile line of cultural inquiry, one that is plumbed 

thoroughly-and with a flair for context and narrative-by Reid 
Byers in this lively overview. Layout, design and accouter-

ments of “domestic bookrooms,” as he calls them, are just one 
component of his engaging examination, making for an excel-

lent addition to the genre. Highly recommended.”
- Nicholas A. Basbanes, NEH Public Scholar and author of A 

Gentle Madness

“A fascinating as well as extremely useful and well-docu-
mented study of the history of library design and architecture 
in all its aspects. Byers places the private library in relation to 
the individuals and everyday life, as well as the institutional 
libraries of each age. To my knowledge, this is a unique ref-
erence book, dealing with the architecture and layout of the 

private library from earliest times to the present day. I believe 
it must become a companion to all book and library histori-

ans, as well as scholars of humanistic disciplines overall.“
- Konstantinos Sp. Staikos, architect and author of The History of 

the Library in Western Civilization

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/134228/reid-byers/private-library-the-history-of-the-architecture-and-furnishing-of-the-domestic-bookroom-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/134228/reid-byers/private-library-the-history-of-the-architecture-and-furnishing-of-the-domestic-bookroom-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/134228/reid-byers/private-library-the-history-of-the-architecture-and-furnishing-of-the-domestic-bookroom-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/134228/reid-byers/private-library-the-history-of-the-architecture-and-furnishing-of-the-domestic-bookroom-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/134228/reid-byers/private-library-the-history-of-the-architecture-and-furnishing-of-the-domestic-bookroom-the
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THE DANIEL PRESS AND THE GARLAND 
OF RACHEL
by William S. Peterson and Sylvia Holton Peterson

Oak Knoll Press: New Castle, Delaware, 2016; 5.5 x 8.75 inches, 
cloth, dust jacket; 264 pages. ISBN 9781584563532. $49.95

The Daniel Press was a celebrated private press operated by Henry 
Daniel, a don at Worcester College, Oxford University, during the 
final decades of the nineteenth century. Unlike some of its more 
imposing English contemporaries, the Daniel Press was a small family 
operation. The printing was done entirely by Daniel himself, with 
some help from his wife and two daughters, and the texts were usu-
ally provided by friends and acquaintances in their literary circle. De-
spite its modest aspirations, the history of the Daniel Press provides 
a fascinating glimpse of late Victorian Oxford and at the same time 
displays, in a local setting, the renewal of the art of printing during 
that period. 
 
This account focuses especially on The Garland of Rachel (1881), by far 
the best-known publication of the Daniel Press. The Garland consists 
of a series of poetic 

tributes to the Daniels’ daughter Rachel, born a year earlier, by various writers of the day, including Robert Bridges, Lewis 
Carroll, Edmund Gosse, W. E. Henley, Andrew Lang, John Addington Symonds, and Margaret Woods. Because only thir-
ty-six copies were issued, the Garland is today one of the most sought-after of English rare books. This account includes 
eight pages of color illustrations. The book includes: a biographical account of the Daniels; notes on each of the contrib-
utors to the Garland; a census with provenance of known copies; correspondence connected with the books production 
and information about the binders; auction records; and a reprint of the complete text. 
 
The authors have previously collaborated on The Kelmscott Chaucer: A Census (2011) and co-compilers of a digital catalogue of 
William Morris’s library. [Book # 127575}

Praise for The Daniel Press and The Garland of Rachel...

“Meticulously researched ... Those studying the small press scene and late nine-
teenth-century Oxford will find this book indispensable.” 

- Ada Coghen, TLS

“The Daniel Press &The Garland of Rachel is a thoroughly enjoyable book, and if future 
censuses follow the typographical design of this one, we are in for a treat.” 

- Paul van Capelleveen, Quarendo

“William S. and Sylvia Holton Peterson have provided what will be forever the 
definitive account of this famous little book. Intended primarily as a census 

of the surviving copies, it is much more than that... above all perhaps this is a 
miniature study in cultural history, a portrait of a small local society which has 
colour, period interest and occasionally pathos... beautifully produced by the 

Oak Knoll Press.”
- John Maddicott, The Book Collector

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/127575/william-s-peterson-sylvia-holton-peterson/daniel-press-and-the-garland-of-rachel-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/127575/william-s-peterson-sylvia-holton-peterson/daniel-press-and-the-garland-of-rachel-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/127575/william-s-peterson-sylvia-holton-peterson/daniel-press-and-the-garland-of-rachel-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/127575/william-s-peterson-sylvia-holton-peterson/daniel-press-and-the-garland-of-rachel-the
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GOUDY’S TYPE DESIGNS, HIS STORY AND 
SPECIMENS
by Frederic W. Goudy

The Myriade Press: New Rochelle, 1978; small 8vo., paperback; 
285+(1) pages. ISBN 9780918142047. $14.95

This book is not only Goudy’s autobiography, but it is the most complete 
record to date of his typographic contribution, which has had a major 
worldwide effect. First published in 1946 as one of the Typophile Chap-
books XIII and XIV, entitled A HALF-CENTURY OF TYPE DESIGN 
AND TYPOGRAPHY, this second edition is available as the student and 
professional typographer’s working tool, as well as a work of insight into 
Goudy’s designs. 
 

Goudy begins his work with how 
he entered the world of type design, 
chronicling his introduction to let-
tering as a boy, and then moving on 
to his early years. He then follows 
by describing each of his typefaces, 
over 100 of them are included, along 
with a story behind their design. 
Many of the stories are accompa-
nied by type specimens, mostly in 
full or in part. Slight changes from 
the Typophiles edition are listed in a separate section. An index of the types and a 
bibliography of Goudy’s writings are also included. [Book # 47020}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/47020/frederic-w-goudy/goudys-type-designs-his-story-and-specimens
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/47020/frederic-w-goudy/goudys-type-designs-his-story-and-specimens
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/47020/frederic-w-goudy/goudys-type-designs-his-story-and-specimens
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/47020/frederic-w-goudy/goudys-type-designs-his-story-and-specimens
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/47020/frederic-w-goudy/goudys-type-designs-his-story-and-specimens
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COMMONPLACE BOOKS
A HISTORY OF MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINTED 
BOOKS FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY
by Earle Havens

Yale University: (New Haven, CT), 2001; 4to., stiff paper wrap-
pers, dust jacket; 99 pages. $17.50

Exhibition catalogue portraying the collection of rare books and 
manuscripts that was displayed at the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library from late July to September, 2001 The event 
was presented in two 
parts: (1) the meaning 
of “commonplace” 
and how it developed 
over the centuries 
and (2) how man-
uscripts were used 
in scholarly studies. 
Commonplace Books 
contains descriptions 
from titles such as the 
first modern history of 
commonplace books 
Polyhistor, literari-
us, philosophicus et 
practicus. Foreword 
by Stephen Parks. 
Book # 99718}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/99718/earle-havens/commonplace-books-a-history-of-manuscripts-and-printed-books-from-antiquity-to-the-twentieth
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/99718/earle-havens/commonplace-books-a-history-of-manuscripts-and-printed-books-from-antiquity-to-the-twentieth
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/99718/earle-havens/commonplace-books-a-history-of-manuscripts-and-printed-books-from-antiquity-to-the-twentieth
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/99718/earle-havens/commonplace-books-a-history-of-manuscripts-and-printed-books-from-antiquity-to-the-twentieth
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/99718/earle-havens/commonplace-books-a-history-of-manuscripts-and-printed-books-from-antiquity-to-the-twentieth
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BOOKCLOTH IN ENGLAND AND 
AMERICA
1823-50
by Andrea Krupp

Oak Knoll Press and The British Library: New Castle and 
London, 2008; 8vo., stiff paper wrappers; 102 pages. ISBN 
9781584562139. $35

This volume offers a new edition of Andrea Krupp’s ground-
breaking article, which first appeared in the Papers of the Bibli-
ographical Society of America, and includes an expanded Catalogue 
of Bookcloth Grains, with illustrations in a larger format and, for 
the first time, in color. Sue Allen has written the preface for the 
book. Ms. Krupp’s three-part essay, with several illustrations, 
covers the introduction of bookcloth and the early decades of its 
use, discusses bookcloth grain nomenclature and concludes with 
detailed observations on several cloth grain patterns. The first 
of three appendices is an information-dense table that lists each 
grain pattern with date range and frequency and provides cross 
references to previous nomenclature. Appendices 2 and 3, which 
together comprise the Catalogue of Nineteenth-Century Book-
cloth Grains, include images of the various grains, reproduced at 
actual size. In this edition, the number of catalogue entries has 
been expanded from 222 to 248. The swatches are printed in color, and many of the ribbon-embossed patterns in Appen-
dix 3 are formatted to represent the patterns more completely than when first published. 
 
Co-published with the Bibliographical Society of 
America and The British Library. [Book # 94204}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/94204/andrea-krupp/bookcloth-in-england-and-america-1823-50
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/94204/andrea-krupp/bookcloth-in-england-and-america-1823-50
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/94204/andrea-krupp/bookcloth-in-england-and-america-1823-50
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/94204/andrea-krupp/bookcloth-in-england-and-america-1823-50
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LANKES: HIS WOODCUT 
MINIATURES
by Welford D. Taylor and Parker C. Agelasto

University of Tampa Press: Tampa, FL, 2009; miniature 
book (6.7 x 7.9 cm), Japanese paper covered boards; 64 
pages. $50

This limited-edition miniature book has been set in metal type 
and hand printed letterpress on J. J. Lankess 1848 Hoe Wash-
ington Press at the Tampa Book Arts Studio. The text paper is 
Rives mouldmade paper from the Arches Mill in France. David 
H. Barry bound the books by hand at his Griffin Bindery.The 
book reproduces twelve remarkable miniature woodcuts, with 
an introduction by Welford D. Taylor and notes by Parker C. 
Agelasto.  
 
Two hundred numbered copies are bound in boards covered in 
Japan mulberry paper purchased by Lankes for an unrealized 
project. [Book # 116366}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/116366/welford-d-taylor-parker-c-agelasto/lankes-his-woodcut-miniatures
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/116366/welford-d-taylor-parker-c-agelasto/lankes-his-woodcut-miniatures
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/116366/welford-d-taylor-parker-c-agelasto/lankes-his-woodcut-miniatures
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/116366/welford-d-taylor-parker-c-agelasto/lankes-his-woodcut-miniatures
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/116366/welford-d-taylor-parker-c-agelasto/lankes-his-woodcut-miniatures


OAK KNOLL BOOKS BROOKLYN 2021



11

AMERICAN BOOK DESIGN AND 
WILLIAM MORRIS
With a new Foreword by Jean-Francois Vilain
by Susan Otis Thompson

Oak Knoll Press and The British Library: New Castle, 
Delaware and London, 1996; 4to., stiff paper wrappers; 
318 pages with 113 illustrations. ISBN 9781884718267. 
$12.49

Paperback edition. Re-
print of the first edition 
with additional illustra-
tions and new introduc-
tion. With his Kelmscott 
Press and associations 
with the Arts & Crafts 
Movement, William 
Morris helped raise the 
public’s awareness of fine 
books to new heights. 
Morris inspired and 
influenced a generation 
of other designers and those working in American typogra-

phy and book design, including Updike, Rogers, Goudy, Bradley, Cleland, Dwiggins, Ransom, Nash and Collins. 

This landmark study documents the true extent of Morris’s influence on American bookmaking. Now republished by 
Oak Knoll Press and The British Library, this edition comes with a new Foreword by Jean-François Vilain and contains 
111 illustrations of bindings, title pages, type and decorations reproduced from the originals, as well as an extensive bib-
liography. This book is a vital contribution to the history of American design, intellectualism and culture, appealing not 
only to those interested in the history of book design, art, graphic art and typography, but also to librarians, book collec-
tors and those studying the literature of the period. 
[Book # 44931}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/44931/susan-otis-thompson/american-book-design-and-william-morris-with-a-new-foreword-by-jean-francois-vilain
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/44931/susan-otis-thompson/american-book-design-and-william-morris-with-a-new-foreword-by-jean-francois-vilain
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/44931/susan-otis-thompson/american-book-design-and-william-morris-with-a-new-foreword-by-jean-francois-vilain
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/44931/susan-otis-thompson/american-book-design-and-william-morris-with-a-new-foreword-by-jean-francois-vilain
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/44931/susan-otis-thompson/american-book-design-and-william-morris-with-a-new-foreword-by-jean-francois-vilain
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LINE, SHADE AND SHADOW
THE FABRICATION AND PRESERVATION OF 
ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
by Lois Olcott Price

Oak Knoll Press and the Winterthur Museum: New Castle, 
Delaware, (2015); 9 x 11 inches, 9 x 11 inches; 384 pages. 
ISBN 9781584562375. $95

As documents of the built environment, as source material for 
architectural historians and preservation architects, and as 
works of art, architectural drawings serve a diverse audience.  
 
This book explores the materials and techniques used in their 
fabrication while illustrating their evolution from the 18th 
through the 20th century. In addition to documenting the 
drafting process, this exploration also contributes to under-
standing the development of architectural design, the architec-
tural profession, and the manufacturers that served its drafting 
and reprographic needs. Because architectural drawings survive 
in great numbers and in large, often unstable formats, preservation and access 
issues present major challenges for institutions that hold research collections. 
This book provides a comprehensive look at both the problems and the solu-
tions. It is beautifully illustrated with examples from major collections and 
includes extensive source citations. The Foreword is by James F. O’Gorman. 
 
The first three chapters discuss: the development of drafting-specific draw-
ing, detail, and tracing papers and cloths; the changing media and techniques 
used in drafting, rendering, and mounting working, detail, and presentation 
drawings; the use of drawing instruments and correction and copying meth-
ods; and the introduction, development, and identification of blueprints and other photo-reproduction processes, includ-

ing the history, chemistry, and working procedure for each process. The fourth and 
final chapter includes: an introduction to preservation, collection management, stor-
age, and exhibition specifically for architectural drawings and photo-reproductions; 
and descriptions of specific conservation treatments with an assessment of their 
appropriateness for different deterioration issues and types of drawings. 
 
Lois Olcott Price is Director of Conservation and Senior Conservator of Library 
Collections at the Winterthur Museum, Winterthur, DE.  She holds an MS  in art 
conservation and serves as Assistant Winterthur Professor in the Winterthur/Uni-
versity of Delaware Program in Art Conservation. She also holds an MA in Ameri-
can Material Culture from the University of Delaware. Since 1991, she has pursued 
research interest on the fabrication and preservation of American architectural 
drawings. In support of her research she has received several grants and has lec-
tured, consulted, and published widely on issues related to architectural drawings. 
[Book # 96676}

Winner of 2011 Historic Preservation Book Prize

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/96676/lois-olcott-price/line-shade-and-shadow-the-fabrication-and-preservation-of-architectural-drawings
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/96676/lois-olcott-price/line-shade-and-shadow-the-fabrication-and-preservation-of-architectural-drawings
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/96676/lois-olcott-price/line-shade-and-shadow-the-fabrication-and-preservation-of-architectural-drawings
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/96676/lois-olcott-price/line-shade-and-shadow-the-fabrication-and-preservation-of-architectural-drawings
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/96676/lois-olcott-price/line-shade-and-shadow-the-fabrication-and-preservation-of-architectural-drawings
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THE TYPOGRAPHIC DESK REFERENCE
by Theodore Rosendorf

Oak Knoll Press: New Castle, Delaware, 2016; 5.5 x 8.5 inches, 
hardcover; 368 pages. ISBN 9781584563129. $45

The Typographic Desk Reference (aka TDR) is an encyclope-
dic reference guide of typographic terms and classification with 
definitions of form and usage for Latin based writing systems. The 
second edition, in the works since 2010, has more than doubled in 
size to include:

Paperback edition available 
on our website here.

Praise for TDR...

“A functional, comprehensive, postmodern approach... This reference source 
places clearly written, succinct explanations at the reader’s fingertips.” 

- Miriam, Kahn, SHARP News

 ź new historical information on letterpress printing, the busi-
ness of composition, and typographic technologies of the past

 ź current technologies such as OpenType and web fonts
 ź  expanded entries on paper and book sizes, including contem-

porary and historical standards for sheets and fold counts
 ź a much improved scheme for classifying the specimens, which 

have grown to include more than 80 typefaces
 ź improved topical placement: for instance, typographical rules 

exist as form but also physical objects when associated with 
handset type.

The four main sections 
are: Terms -- definitions of format, measurements, practice, standards, tools, and 
lingo; Glyphs -- the list of standard ISO and extended Latin characters, symbols, 
diacritics, marks, and various forms of typographic furniture; Anatomy & Form 

- letter stroke parts and the 
variations of impression and 
space; and Classification & 
Specimens -- a historical line 
with examples of form from 
blackletter to contemporary 
sans serif types. Designed for 
quick consultation, entries 
are concise and factual, mak-
ing it handy for the desk.  
 

Theodore Rosendorf’s career has taken him to clients in the US and abroad for 
some of the world’s most well-known brands. He lives and works in Decatur, GA.  
[Book # 108705}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108706/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/108705/theodore-rosendorf/typographic-desk-reference-the


OAK KNOLL BOOKS BROOKLYN 2021



14

A PUBLISHING HISTORY OF A PROHIBIT-
ED BEST-SELLER
THE ABBÉ DE VERTOT AND HIS HISTOIRE DE MALTE
by Robert Thake

Oak Knoll Press: New Castle, Delaware, 2016; 6.5 x 9.5 inches, 
cloth, dust jacket; 408 pages. ISBN 9781584563570. $55

This remarkable and entertaining study examines perhaps the most 
notorious example of a book whose enormous popular success was 
due almost entirely to its being banned by the Vatican. The story of 
the Abbé de Vertot and his Histoire de Malte will fascinate scholars of 
the history of the book, printing in the 18th century, enlightenment 
printing trends, the history of Malta and the Hospitalier Order of St. 
John, and the history of censorship. 
 
Histoire des Chevaliers Hospitaliers de S. Jean de Jerusalem, affectionately 
referred to as Histoire de Malte, was written by the Abbé de Vertot and 
printed in Paris in four quarto volumes in 1726. What was meant to 
be a chronicle of the Catholic Order ended up attracting the ire of the 
inquisition due to the numerous anti-papist statements which the au-
thor included and, shortly after it saw the light, the publication was 
buried in the Vatican’s literary cemetery, the Index Librorum Prohibitorum. This study is based on hitherto unpublished 
sources from nineteen archives and libraries around the world. 
 

This study includes an illustrated bibliography of more than 120 
editions of Vertot’s book, reproductions of maps present in the 
original edition, as well as transcriptions of the report compiled 
by the Order of St. John together with excerpts of the state-
ments deemed objectionable by the Knights and the Vatican. 
 
Robert Thake holds a Doctor of Laws degree from the Univer-
sity of Malta. He is a member of The Bibliographical Society of 
London and the Oxford Bibliographical Society and a  visiting 
lecturer within the civil law department of the University of 
Malta. He is the owner of a unique collection of historical books 
and manuscripts on Malta and the Order of St John. His special 
field of research is prohibited literature and anonymous publi-
cations in the eighteenth century.  [Book # 128977}

Praise for Prohibted Best-Seller...

“Collectors, booksellers, cultural historians and librarians are the target audience of Robert 
Thake’s scrupulous, meticulous, sumptuously produced and painstakingly researched biography 

of a book . . . Thake is omniscient and his lusciously illustrated book a model of scholarship.” 
- David Coward, TLS

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128977/robert-thake/publishing-history-of-a-prohibited-best-seller-the-abbe-de-vertot-and-his-histoire-de-malte-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128977/robert-thake/publishing-history-of-a-prohibited-best-seller-the-abbe-de-vertot-and-his-histoire-de-malte-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128977/robert-thake/publishing-history-of-a-prohibited-best-seller-the-abbe-de-vertot-and-his-histoire-de-malte-a
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128977/robert-thake/publishing-history-of-a-prohibited-best-seller-the-abbe-de-vertot-and-his-histoire-de-malte-a


OAK KNOLL BOOKS BROOKLYN 2021



15

BALTOTYPE HANDY BOXES

Baltimore Type and Composition Cor-
poration: Baltimore, 1949; slim 8vo., stiff 
paper wrappers; 76 pages. $20

Type specimen showcasing the decorative ma-
terial offered by the Baltimore Type and Com-
position Corporation, including emblems and 
seals, signs, ornamental frames, corner pieces, 
holiday ornaments, and borders. Decorative 
Material, Swash Characters, Piece Borders, 
Strip Borders, Color Spots, Fractions, Initials, 
Rule. [Book # 93398}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/93398/baltotype-handy-boxes
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/93398/baltotype-handy-boxes
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/93398/baltotype-handy-boxes
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/93398/baltotype-handy-boxes
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/93398/baltotype-handy-boxes
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THE UNCOLLECTED A. EDWARD 
NEWTON
edited by Joseph Rosenblum

Oak Knoll Press: New Castle, Delaware, 2017; 6 x 9 inch-
es, cloth spine over paper-covered boards; 160 pages. ISBN 
9781584563709. $60

A. Edward Newton (1864-1940) was a major figure in the 
book-collecting world of the early twentieth-century not only for 
his extensive library (some 10,000 volumes) focusing on the 18th 
and 19th centuries but also because of his writings in which he 
shared his enthusiasms. Through his charming essays he stimu-
lated interest in the study and collecting of such then-neglected 
figures as Anthony Trollope and William Blake as well as oth-
ers just achieving recognition, including Samuel Johnson, James 
Boswell and their circle. He gathered most of these pieces into 
books, but some were never reprinted. This volume collects those 
fugitive pieces. Those familiar with Newtons writings will find 
here the same wit and easily-worn learning that characterize his 
better-known works. For those who have yet to discover him, this 
volume will provide a pleasant introduction. 
   

In addition to the essays, this work provides a biographical in-
troduction, helpful annotations, and some little-known images of 
Newton himself. 
 
Joseph Rosenblum is a professor at the University of North Caro-
lina, the author of several previous works, and (full disclosure) a 
member of our editorial board. [Book # 129824}

Praise for The Uncollected A. Edward Newton...

“It is a nice emblem of devotion that Oak Knoll Press 
has published this gathering of articles by and about 

A. Edward Newton. Oak Knoll was the manorial name 
Newton gave to his home in Daylesford, in Philadelphias 
suburban Main Line, and when Bob Fleck founded Oak 
Knoll Books and Oak Knoll Press in the 1970s he chose 
that name to honor Newton, whose writings on book 
collecting inspired him as they had many other 20th 

century readers. ... I enjoyed reading all of Uncollected 
and am grateful to the people who created it.” 

- Scott Krafft, Parenthesis

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/129824/joseph-rosenblum/uncollected-a-edward-newton-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/129824/joseph-rosenblum/uncollected-a-edward-newton-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/129824/joseph-rosenblum/uncollected-a-edward-newton-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/129824/joseph-rosenblum/uncollected-a-edward-newton-the
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/129824/joseph-rosenblum/uncollected-a-edward-newton-the
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AN ACTOR’S LIBRARY
DAVID GARRICK, BOOK COLLECTING AND 
LITERARY FRIENDSHIPS
by Nicholas D. Smith

Oak Knoll Press: New Castle, Delaware, 2017; 7 x 10 inch-
es, cloth, dust jacket; 368 pages. ISBN 9781584563624. 
$65

An Actor’s Library is the first major academic study of the 
library of David Garrick, the celebrated eighteenth-century 
actor and theatre manager, and its publication coincides 
with the 300th anniversary year of his birth. Book collecting 
was no fringe leisure interest for Garrick; it was a lifelong 
preoccupation. He assembled a general library of over 3,000 
volumes and a renowned dramatic library of ca. 1,300 old 
plays, the latter 
bequeathed to the 
British Museum in 
1779. Rich in English 
drama and books 
on theatre history, 
dramaturgy and the 
theory of dramatic 
character, the library 
was recognised as an 
unrivalled scholarly 
resource by contem-
porary editors

Praise for An Actor’s Library...

“Splendidly designed... deeply learned and well-written.” 
-  William Baker, The Year’s Work in English Studies

of Shakespeare and other early English dramatists, and by literary and musical historians. Garrick extended liberal access 
and borrowing privileges to friends and acquaintances. Garrick’s library facilitated his own private study and connected 
him inextricably to the book collecting culture of the period. 
 
Samuel Johnson reportedly once mocked Garrick’s bibliophilic ambitions, saying: “Lookee, David, you do understand 
plays, but you know nothing about books!” In fact, Garrick knew rather more about books than Johnson was prepared to 
credit, and this study convincingly restores Garrick’s reputation as one of the 18th-century’s great book collectors. 
 
The author’s approach is interdisciplinary and exploits the extensive archival legacy of Garrick and his wife, their con-
temporaries, and Mrs. Garrick’s two executors, largely unpublished and unstudied until now. Through a process of 
bibliographical detective work, Smith located over 200 books with a Garrick provenance. As chronicled in these pages, 
Garrick was actively engaged in the London and Parisian book markets and was a sponsor of contemporary literary pro-
ductions. The example of his dramatic library influenced a new generation of collectors of old English plays, and follow-
ing his death his books enjoyed afterlives as theatrical collectibles. Designed by Scott Vile at the Ascensius Press. 
 
Nicholas D. Smith is an archivist at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, and was curator of the V&A display, “Da-
vid Garrick: Book Collector” (September 2016 - May 2017). He is the author of a previous monograph, The Literary Manu-
scripts and Letters of Hannah More (Ashgate, 2008). [Book # 128979}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128979/nicholas-d-smith/actors-library-david-garrick-book-collecting-and-literary-friendships-an
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128979/nicholas-d-smith/actors-library-david-garrick-book-collecting-and-literary-friendships-an
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128979/nicholas-d-smith/actors-library-david-garrick-book-collecting-and-literary-friendships-an
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128979/nicholas-d-smith/actors-library-david-garrick-book-collecting-and-literary-friendships-an
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/128979/nicholas-d-smith/actors-library-david-garrick-book-collecting-and-literary-friendships-an
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THOSE VISIBLE MARKS...THE FORMS OF OUR LETTERS
by Victor Hammer

The Typophiles: New York, 1989; 8vo., paper wrappers; (x), 15, (7) pages. $35

Limited to 480 copies. Edited by Abe Lerner. A facsimile of the Anvil Press production, 
published in a limited edition of 50 copies in 1988. Typophile Monograph New Series No. 6.  
[Book # 27520}

https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/27520/victor-hammer/those-visible-marks-the-forms-of-our-letters
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/27520/victor-hammer/those-visible-marks-the-forms-of-our-letters
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/27520/victor-hammer/those-visible-marks-the-forms-of-our-letters
https://www.oakknoll.com/pages/books/27520/victor-hammer/those-visible-marks-the-forms-of-our-letters

