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Foreword

First-time visitors to the Albert D. Hutzler Undergraduate Reading Room are
often surprised by its chapel-like ambience. Nestled inside Gilman Hall, be-
hind the soaring and social contemporary atrium, here is a place perfectly suited
for quiet study and scholarly contemplation. Known to generations of Johns Hop-
kins students as “The Hut,” the reading room was the earliest incarnation of the
university's library at Homewood. Today it is a member of the Sheridan Libraries
family and an immensely popular study spot on the Homewood campus.

Nineteen spectacular stained-glass windows—the room’s signature feature,
each displaying the mark of a Renaissance printer—cast a colorful glow in the
daytime and stand sentinel at night over the readers seated within the room’s
quiet confines. Beyond their aesthetic appeal, the now famous windows remind
us of the relatively recent history of the printed word. And in a room as likely to
be filled with tablets and laptops as with monographs, the windows call to mind
the essential and historical role that technology has played (and continues to play)
in advancing and disseminating knowledge.

Moreover, the marks so beautifully rendered in glass encourage reflection on
the rich intellectual legacy that each of us has inherited from these early printers.
We are proud to possess in our Special Collections at least one work from each
of the printers represented, and these items are used by our curators and librarians
for hands-on instruction with our “digital native” students.

This publication honors the memory of R. Champlin “Champ” Sheridan, Jr.
(A&S '52), a loyal Hopkins alumnus, a long-time trustee, a visionary philanthro-
pist, a dear friend—and a printer! The Sheridans helped to transform Johns Hop-
kins University through gifts that greatly strengthened the university libraries
and that continue to provide resources for our students and faculty. Champ’s
generosity and leadership have benefited countless individuals, and his example
has been an inspiration to many.

Contributions made in Champ’s honor supported the printing of this book,
and I wish to thank all who made gifts in his memory. I can think of no more
fitting tribute to a man who made his living as a printer and publisher, and whose
life and work were imbued with the spirit we see in the mark and motto of one
of the greatest Renaissance printers, Christopher Plantin, just to the right of the
central Hutzler Reading Room bay: Labore et Constantia, “by labor and constancy.”

Indeed, this motto also serves as an apt description of the students Champ
held so dear and for whom he was such a fierce advocate. He believed greatly in
these young scholars, and we see this motto brought to life day and night, and
year after year, as Hopkins students gather to read and study and discover in the
Hutzler Reading Room.

Winston Tabb

Sheridan Dean of University Libraries and Museums
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland
January 2015




