The Diary of Christopher Columbus Baldwin

JACK LARKIN, EDITOR

EDITOR’S NOTE. What follows is a new edition. The transcription on which the Paine edition of 1901 was based has been
«ompared with the original manuscript diaries. All omitted passages have been restored to the text. Spelling and punctua-
tion have been restored to match Baldwin’s actual practice. Standardized dates, in the nmn/dd/yy form, bave been pro-
vided for each datable entry in the diary. These dates are also in italics. Baldwin’s oviginal dating, which varied consider-
ably from month to month in form and completeness, is also preserved as part of the text. Individuals named by Baldwin
are identified alphabetically in biographical notes in the section titled Individuals Named in the Baldwin Diary, 253-87.
These entries include the dates on which a person is mentioned by Baldwin. Footnotes in the diary text indicate a name
that cannot be further identified, a bistorical or public figure that CCB was not likely to encounter personally, or explan-
atory commients on a particular entry.

DIARY OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS BALDWIN
1829-1835

The diary for 1829 consists of two separate interleaved almanacs for that year, one with regular and extensive entries
(1829 Diary 1) and one with scattered entries (1829 Diary 2). A few of the Diary 2 entries duplicate those in Diary 1,
or briefly record events that are described in more detail in Diary 1. However, most of the Diary 2 entries vefer to
Baldwin’s personal finances: promissory notes and payments to creditors which are not mentioned in Diary 1. Entries
from 1829 Diary 2 follow entries of the same date in Diary 1, but are enclosed in brackets.

Clarence Brigham (AAS librarian, 1908—30, and director; 1930—59) made a handwritten note in pencil on the page
after the flyleaf of 1829 Diary 2. “C.C. Baldwin’s Diary. Not as full as bis regular diary, which is now printed.”

January, 1829.

1/1/29 1. There has been no snow yet, and but very little rain
during the whole of the last month. The ground is frozen, tho
not deep. The roads are perfectly smoothe, and the weather
during the last 30 days has been unusually mild and pleasant:
much of the time the earth could be ploughed and all the old
people say that they rarely have seen such a December. To-day
cloudy and appears like snow: cold. Spy, Aegis and Yeoman ad-
dresses for the new year are rec? and paid for.! Snow falls about
an inch in the afternoon and evening: Visit the Burbank
School, to ascertain whether the master does his duty, he hav-
ing been complained of: complaint not without foundation:

: ; 58 . Massachusetts Spy; National Aegis & General
Reprove the Master & give advice to the scholars: Visit the LI Vo

Advertiser; Massachusetts Yeoman, and Worcester

New Worcester school: divide it, glVll’lg part to the Master and Saturday Journal and Advertiser. Worcester weekly
part to Mistress, being over roo pupils in the District:? Ride T, newspapers to which Baldwin (hereafter CCB)
subscribed.

Kinnicutt’s horse: rains in the ev’g: Visit John Davis and see . , —

: ; : q ® CCB took his School Committee duties seriously.
for 1st time Miss Mary H. Estabrook of Royalston, intende A former teacher, he felt abusidantly qualified to
wife of Isaac Davis, Esq: think well of her: correct and criticize the town’s teachers.
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1/2/29 2. Cold, cloudy: afternoon snows fast: Subscribe for
rican Jurist, $5, Editors, Richard Fletcher, Willard Phil-
Sam! Sewall, John B. Davis of Boston: pay C. Harris $25
r books &c:

" 1/3/29 3. Very cold: at sunrise 10° below zero: clear: get
: insured on my books at the Franklin Ins. Office. It all
cost $3.45. Insurance begins at noon: Attend Justice Court,
nter 16 actions before C. Allen.

1/4/29 4. Sunday. Not so cold: cloudy: thermometer at sun-
rise 5° below 0. New Year sermon by Mr. Hill. 55 died: 11 in
our Parish:-10 females and one male:

1/5/29 5. Cold: clear: more moderate than yesterday: ap-
pearance of snow: Attended Justice Court before Isaac Good-
win, Esq. Lowell Factory burnt: loss $120,000: Receive a letter
from Hon. John Davis from Washington.

1/6/29 6. Warm: cloudy: thaws: Have sick-head-ache: go to
bed:

1/7/29 7. Very warm and pleasant all day, thaws much and
all the snow disappears. Appears like rain. Get well of head-
ache.

1/8/29 8. During the night it rained, and froze as it fell, and
the ice gathered on the branches of the trees more heavily than
it was ever known to before: The shade trees in the street are
greatly injured: many of them crushed to the earth. Cloudy
and cold, with wind which injures the trees: Dine with Dr.
Blood.

1/9/29 9. Clear and very cold. The ice on the trees gives
everything the appearance of enchantment: Many families ride
out in their sleighs to enjoy the sight. The ice makes good
sleighing.

1/10/2¢9 10. Continues very cold and clear, does not thaw:
wind: and great damage to the trees, which are surpassingly
beautiful: very cold.

1/11/29 11. Clear: cold: does not thaw: The trees and grass in-
vite the people to ride out to enjoy the sight, which is wonderful.

1/12/29 12. Clear: cold: does not thaw: Go to Boston:
Charles Paine keeps my office: Put up at Earle’s: Go to the old
theatre.’

1/13/29 13. Rather cloudy: warmer: looks like rain: Go to
the Court House at Lechmere Point to look after the history of
the name of Baldwin, do not find much: Go to the new thea-
tre:* Josiah Quincy is proposed for President of Harvard Col-
lege by the corporation:

1/14/29 14. Warm and foggy: Look and laugh at many very
ridiculous things, viz.: a ram with 4 horns: an ox weighing 4000

A

CATALOETSE

oF

CLARENDON HARRIS’S

CIRCULATING LIBRARY,

AT THE

WORCESTER BOORK-STORE,
(Next door Lo the Central Bank)

WHERE I8 KEPT CONSTANTLY FOR SALE A
COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF

EOOKS, STATIONARY & PAPER
HANGINGS.

Paper Ruled and Bound to Pattern,
at short Notice and om
reasonable terms,

TWaorcester:
M., W. GROUT, PRINTER.
1885.

CCB notes that he does business with stationer
Clarendon Harris. The enterprises of Harris’s
Main Street, Worcester, bookstore included sta-
tionery and blank books, several publications, and a
lending library. Among the titles available to sub-
scribers were several that Baldwin mentions read-
ing, including Vidocq and Ouvaroft. A4 Catalogue of
Clarendon Harris’s Circulating Library at the Worces-
ter Book-Store (Worcester, 1835).

3. Earle’s was a Boston tavern, or hotel, with beds
and meals for travelers. The “old theatre” —
Federal Street Theatre—was Boston’s first.
Opened in 1794, it was designed by the young
American architect Charles Bulfinch with about
a thousand seats.

4. The “new theatre” —Tremont Street Theatre—
opened in 1827. Financed by a group of wealthy
Bostonians, it was designed by Isaiah Rogers in
the Greek Revival style.
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CCB used a printed book prepared for lawyers to record the legal cases that he accepted and track their course through to their
conclusion. C. C. Baldwin Papers. Folio Vols. 1. Legal Dockets. Entries 193-97, March 1828.

Ibs.: a cow that runs under the ox: and an Ostrich eating ropes,
broken glass and boot heels!* Go to the old theatre.

1/15/29 15. Rains all day. Call on Gov. Lincoln. Go to the
new theatre. At 10 p.m. start for Worcester in Mail Stage:

reach W. 5 am.

1/16/29 16. Clear: warm: no snow or ice: Hear of many fail-
ures: Great distress among woollen manufacturers:

1/1729 17. Rainy and warm:

1/18/29 18. Snows and warm. Sick of a cold. Lewis Bigelow
assigns his property for benefit of his creditors. George T.
Rice & Washburn return from Washington: Have a letter
from Hon. John Davis: from Hon. Simeon Baldwin, Conn.

1/19/29 19. Cold and clear: Study Law all day: and do no
business: Examine a school:

1/20/29 20. Clear: cold: A little snow but not good sleighing:
Examine a school: Study Law: Do no business: tho there are
failures almost daily:

5. CCB describes a traveling menagerie which he

must have seen on the Common or elsewhere in
Boston that day.

6. There are two individuals named Lewis Bigelow;

this is the Worcester housewright and farmer.
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1/21/29 21. Cloudy and appearance of snow: Sick with a
cold: Study Law all day: In the evening visited by Joshua Cof-
fin of Newbury, a queer genius and an antiquary: lend him a
Dollar, which he says will defray his expenses to Concord,
N. H., & thence to Newbury via Providence, R. L.!!!

1/22/29 22. Twelve manufactories of wool & cotton have
been burnt in N. E. within the last 20 days!

1/23/29 23. Clear & cold: No sleighing: A little snow: Visit
the apprentices school.”

1/24/29 24. Study Law: Cold, clear, looks like snow:

1/25/29 25. Mr. Noyes of Brookfield preaches:

[25: Dr. Nathan Smith, of Newhaven, dies. 1829 Diary 2]

1/26/29 26. Pleasant and warm, thaws: Eliza. Blake returns
from Keene with G. T. Rice.

1/27/29 27. Cloudy and warm: Study Law:

1/28/29 28. Read life of Sir Josh: Reynolds by Northcote

1/29/29 29. Have rheumatism in my wrist very bad. Study
law and write to Mr. Davis in W. [Hon. Timothy Pickering
dies: 84. 1829 Diary 2]

1/30/29 30. Study law. Examined school. It snowed on
Tuesday night & since has been good sleighing: Cold & clear:

1/31/29 31. Cold. Study N. T. [New Téstament] & Law: I have
boarded at Worcester Hotel since 20 Oct., 1827. From 19
June 1823 to 20 Oct. 1827, I boarded with Mrs. Eliza A. Blake,
widow of the late Hon. Francis Blake:

FEBRUARY, 1829.
2/1/29 1. Cold, clear: Mr. Hill preaches & Dr. Bancroft
After meeting ride to Holden in sleigh with Gardiner Paine:
fine sleighing: Study N. T.

CCB boarded at James Wor-
thington’s Worcester Hotel from
October 1827 until April 1834,
except for a summer when he
lived at Governor John Davis’s
with William Lincoln and John
Lincoln. From 1823 until mov-
ing to the hotel, he had boarded
with Eliza Blake, a widow who
supplemented her income by tak-
ing in boarders. On April 1,
1834, he moved to the Worces-
ter Coffee House, which was
near the Court House and the
American Antiquarian Society.
Receipt of the Worcester Hotel.

7. Opened in 1828, it was a school “kept during the
winter months, for apprentices and clerks, and
such other boys as can attend only through a
part of the year.” William Lincoln, History of
Warcester . . . to 1836 (Worcester, 1837), 304.
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2/2/29 2. Write to Maj. Davis: Study Law: Afternoon begins
to snow and continues into night: Not very cold: Examine
school: Study N. T.

2/3/29 3. Cold and pleasant: Snow falls 6 inches: Study Law:
Read N. A. Review: Hear of death of Gen: Andrew Jackson,
which is contradicted:

2/4/29 4. Read an interleaved almanack of Rev. Thomas
Prince for 1736: Study Law: Finish N. A. Review: Invite Miss
Eliz* Green to ride out in sleigh: Chs: Paine carries Rebecka
Curtis: fine ride: go to Leicester: thence to So: Leicester &
home: Take possession of land set off on Execution:

2/5/29 5. Cold night: Study Law: Examine school:

2/6/29 6. Pleasant: Perfect sleighing: Ride to Wesson’s in
Westboro with Eliz®. Green, C. Harris et ux. T. Kinnicutt,
Esq. et ux: Ste. Salisbury, Esq. et Sa Bigelow accompany us:
Very fine time of it:

2/7/29 7. Warm, thaws: Enter seventeen justice actions:
Study Law: Read N.T:

2/8/2¢9 8. Cloudy, warm: Rev. George Allen preaches for
Mr. Hill for first time: he is orthodox: much talk about it: the
more rigid are worried about it.* Study N.T. It rains all night
and snow disappears:

2/9/29 9. Examine school: Study Law and N.T: Visited by
Rev. Mr. Hill officially:

2/10/29 10. Warm for season: Study Law & N.T. in Greek.
Witness Lucy Patch’s will: snows in evening: Read President
Adams’ letter to H. G. Ots & others:

2/11/29 11. Cloudy and warm: Snows in the evening but not
so as to make sleighing: Study Law in A. M. et P. M. N.'T". in
Greek. Visit Doctor Blood in evening: meet Misses L. & S.
Bancroft: play vingtun.?

2/12/29 12. Study N.T. and Law: Receive an invitation to a
party at Gen! Heard’s for Friday evening: accept it.

2/13/29 13. Cold, pleasant, no sleighing: Study Law and
N.T: in Greek: Read Clarkson’s life of William Penn: Receive
a letter from my friend Jos. Willard of Lancaster:

2/14/29 14. Have a new blue coat of Kimberly $20.50, to be
paid for first of June: wear every day:

[also noted in 1829 Diary 2]

2/15/29 15. Cold: Attend meeting: Hear Mr. Hill. Invite Is.
Davis to dine with me: Read in N.T.

2/16/29 16. Last day of service for March Court: make no
writs: Read Law and N.T. in Greek:

2/17/29 17. Cold and pleasant: no sleighing: Examine the
White school: Horseback: Make a specification of Thomas
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B DORR & HOWLAND,

AT THEIR ml-mns, Iﬂ m
HAVE FOR SALE; THE FOLLOWING

@@lﬂ.@@n BOOXS,

GJN!IWI United States. )
Blair's Lectures on Rh:hriq and

questions,
; Cnthn;xc.i? ekl
“do ‘Witkins® .Alu'mmny
_ Whelpley’s compon § Difinition Testament, .
| i rtler’s | i { Walker’s Dictionary.
=l Robinson’s, Colburn’s, Stanniford’s, Adame’s, and Dabol's Arithmetic—Rob-
| inson’s Elementy ol’An&mﬁc, l‘n Tittle children—Murrray’s Grammar, sim-
plified to the | t state of mna.[ornub nuera.bymrri:
[ %, Leo's, Alger's, Perry
Cummp qum-r‘s,md udbm?ge’n Geography an
SCHOOL COMMITTEES in this vicinity, who are about mnhn" their
eelection and purchuses of Sumoor, Booxs, pursusnt to the late Law of this
C aith, spectiully reqn *'tpn]lunul.quuhzymm

elnewhere, an we think we can supply them on as good (iff oot batter) terms
as they can be mmﬂiﬂl at any other yhne, Boiton nol excepted. Being:in |1
the habit of p Schod‘ ka0 5, which we can exchavge for
nyuﬁimu-win m.wemmb]mltnsen thom on s good terms 2s tho ko
publishiers themselyes. J

 WE ALSO MANUFACTURE
BLANE BOORS,

Ruled to any %hnrn, and’ mern!l, keep a 5wll ‘assortment on band, on
an good terms 08 oo be had elsewhers—the bm.dmgwm be warranted.

WE HAVE AS GOOD AN AEO&WT OF

S’I‘ATION ARY

o o o T E:i‘n‘”"é*i;“m“f

& C1 I'lw 1l

Pencils, Léad Pencil ke. &c. i Emmae Ty Rl
{FBOOK- BINDING attended to s usual.

IWorcester, May 31, 1826,

“To School Committees.” Dorr and Howland ad-
vertisement, May 31, 1826. Worcester Magazine and
Historical Journal, vol. 2 no. 2 (June 1826), back
caver.

8. CCB attended Worcester’s Second Church,
which was Unitarian and served by the Reverend
Alonzo Hill as junior pastor. The Reverend
George Allen was a Trinitarian or ‘orthodox’
Congregationalist minister in Shrewsbury. Most
Unitarian and Trinitarian clergy did not
exchange pulpits.

9. Vingtun: the still widely played card game,
Twenty-One.



